
President’s message 
 

At the June meeting of the board of trustees, I was elected to serve as presi-

dent for the 2022–23 fiscal year, starting on July 1. I’ve humbly accepted 

this position, following in the large footprints of Linda Willenberg, who 

served in this position for 12 years with professionalism and distinction. 

Linda will remain on the executive committee as immediate past president. 

Thank you, Linda!  
 

My focus will be on three initiatives: 1) Enhancing our diversity, equity, 

and inclusion (DEI) efforts in further recruiting board members and mem-

bers from underrepresented communities; 2) Seeking increased participa-

tion of our young professional members; and 3) Enhancing our presence on 

social media. None of these efforts will be successful without the full par-

ticipation not only of board members but of all who support our values 

proposition of enriching diverse education and diverse perspectives. I look 

forward to working with each of you and ask for your cooperation and 

partnership. 
 

— Dennis Yamashita  

  

University of Washington Alpha Chapter news 
 

Alpha Chapter held this year’s initiation ceremony on June 8 at 7 p.m. Ini-

tiates and guests gathered at 6:30 in Red Square by the Gerberding Hall 

Bell Tower and proceeded to Kane Hall for the ceremony. This year’s 

speaker was history professor Margaret O’Mara. New initiates from 2020 

and 2021 were also invited to attend. Linda Willenberg gave remarks invit-

ing new initiates to join PSA-PBK. After the event, a reception was held in 

Kane Hall’s Walker–Ames Room.  
 

University of Puget Sound Delta Chapter news 
 

On April 20, 30 members of the Class of 2022 and one member of the 

Class of 2023 were initiated into Phi Beta Kappa. Aislinn Melchior, profes-

sor of classics and Mediterranean studies, gave the celebration toast. The 

board of trustees hosted a luncheon during Commencement Weekend to 

honor the initiates. Dawn Padula, professor and director of Vocal Studies, 

offered the celebration toast, and two seniors shared reflections about a sig-

nificant Puget Sound learning experience as a part of the celebration. 
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.News and events 
 

After two years of having only virtual events, we began having in-person events this past May. 

 

On May 7, we toured the National Nordic Museum in Seattle, with exhibits highlighting Nordic life and 

culture in the five Nordic countries — Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden — as well as in 

Greenland, the Åland Islands, and the Sápmi cultural region of the Sámi people.   

 

On May 28, we visited the Seattle Japanese Garden and enjoyed the peaceful paths among beautiful flow-

ers, trees, and Koi fish swimming in the ponds. The light mist enhanced our experience. 

 

On June 26, we had an Indigenous walking tour on the University of Washington campus. Linda Willen-

berg ably stepped in at the last minute to lead the tour when the tour guide did not arrive. It included in-

formation about Indigenous history and culture and how Indigenous knowledge systems are grounded in 

place on the University of Washington campus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High School Book Awards 
 

Our High School Book Award recognizes academic excellence and introduces graduating seniors to Phi 
Beta Kappa’s core values of knowledge, wisdom, intellectual honesty, broad interests, trust, integrity, and 
responsibility. An essential part of the initial planning for the Puget Sound Association of Phi Beta Kappa 
in 1952 was the awarding of book prizes to selected graduating high school seniors in the Puget Sound 
area to encourage a love of learning.  

In 2022, we awarded 66 copies of Facing the Mountain by Daniel James Brown. 

The Key Connect ion 2      Summer 2022 

PSA-PBK members enjoy a walk through the Japanese 

Garden at the Washington Park Arboretum. 

PSA-PBK members brave the 93 degree heat to take an 

Indigenous walking tour of the UW campus. 



Thank you to our donors 
 

The Puget Sound Association of Phi Beta Kappa gratefully acknowledges the following individuals for 

their generosity. Their contributions support our undergraduate and graduate scholarships, our High 

School Book Awards, our Humanities Achievement Awards, our Pathfinder Awards, and speakers and 

events throughout the year. 

 

The following donations were made from July 1, 2021, through June 30, 2022.  
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Champions ($500 or more)  
 

Redmond Barnett 

Loveday Conquest 

Janice Anderson 

Howard Johnson 

Jocelyn D. Phillips 

Suzanne Poppema 

Linda Willenberg 

 

Benefactors ($250-$499)  
 

John Bassett 

Jean Cerar 

Vivian Chun 

Christopher Frost 

Ian Greenfield 

Elsie Hulsizer 

Johanna Quam 

Braiden Rex-Johnson 

Pete Sikov 

Moira Tamayo 

Barbee Tucker-Pigott, PhD 

Kay Wilson 

Kathleen Woodward 

Dennis Yamashita  

 

Sponsors ($100-$249)  
 

Richard Alvord 

Heather Barner 

John Bridge 

Laurie Clark 

Karen Domino 

Marc Erlitz, MD 

Marilyn Evans 

Gerald Folland 

Ted Fosberg 

Carol Lee Goodall 

Emily Hartley 

Carolyn Hayek 

Constance Hellyer 

Bryan Johnson 

Sharon Kaku 

Deborah Katz 

Erik Lied 

John Loeser, MD 

Patrick Marek 

Anne Willoughby Nelson 

Alene Patterson 

Margaret Palmquest, MD 

Suzanne Ragen 

Louise Richards 

Mark Reutlinger 

Ellen Skarin 

Barbara Smith 

Doris Stiefel 

Marcia Stone 

Margaret Swain 

 

Supporters ($60-$99)  
 

Alison Barner 

Miriam Bassuk 

Greg Blodgett 

Jeanne Chowning 

Patricia Craig 

Fred Crary 

Laurie Cropp 

Bonnieclare Erling 

Stephan Fihn 

Rick Freedman 

Patricia Fuqua 

Sandra Gates 

Alex Hamling 

Zev Handel 

Nancy Harris 

Leslie Holmes 

Terry Jankowski 

Bryan Johnson 

Gunbjorg Ladstein 

Mike Lonergan 

Benjamin Lukoff 

Katherine Madonna 

Lori Matsukawa 

Hillard Craig Miller 

Jeanette Mills 

Marsha Munson 

Deborah Peres 

Edward Perrin 

Joan Peterson 

Col. Jeffrey Pflug 

Elizabeth Pizac 

Nancy Robinson, PhD 

Patricia Roundy 

Gregory Schuler  

Carolyn Scott 

Norma Shainin 

Michael Shapiro 

Andrew Siegel 

Pamela Stewart 

Donald Swisher 

Phyllis Becker Williams 

George Willoughby Jr 

 

Non-member donors 
 

Jane Stiefel 

Rabbi Sharon Stiefel 

 

Donations in memory of  

Ernie Stiefel 
 

Jane Stiefel 

Rabbi Sharon Stiefel 



PSA-PBK scholarships 

We plan to award $14,800 in scholarships to undergraduate and graduate students at the University of Puget 

Sound and the University of Washington this year.  

Undergraduate scholarships 

Three awards of $2,000 each 
Essay required; minimum 3.8 GPA required 
Phi Beta Kappa membership not required 
Due date for UPS and UW: October 28 
Email scholarships@psa-pbk.org for an application form. 
 

Myra Lupton Scholarship for First-Generation College Students 

We have established an undergraduate scholarship for first-generation college students in memory of long-

time board member Myra Lupton, who served for over four decades on our board of trustees. 

One $3,400 award 
Essay required; minimum 3.4 GPA required 
Phi Beta Kappa membership not required 
Due date for UPS and UW: October 28 
Email scholarships@psa-pbk.org for an application form. 

 
Ernest R. Stiefel Graduate Study Award 

This award is given to graduate or professional students who are members of Phi Beta Kappa and who will 

attend graduate or professional school at either the University of Puget Sound or the University of Washing-

ton. The late Mr. Stiefel was a longtime member of our board of trustees, serving for many years as treasur-

er and assistant treasurer. 

One $4,800 award 
Essay required 
Phi Beta Kappa membership required 
Applicants must be beginning graduate or professional school at UPS or UW 
Due date for UPS and UW was June 30  
 

If you would like to donate to our scholarship fund, please fill out and mail in our membership and donation 

form, or donate online at psa-pbk.org/payments-and-donations.  

 

Your PSA-PBK board and committee members 

Executive Committee: Dennis Yamashita, president; Moira Tamayo, vice president; Terry Jankowski, sec-

retary and archivist; Howard Johnson, treasurer; Amy Ojendyk, assistant treasurer; Benjamin Lukoff, elec-

tronic communications coordinator; and Linda Willenberg, immediate past president. 

Other board members include Karrin Klotz, Harrison Owens, Margaret Palmquest, Louise Richards, Amy 

Ryken, Doris Stiefel, and Moira Tamayo. 

Non-board committee members include Leslie Holmes, Tori Lightner, Joan Peterson, Marcie Stone, and 

Barbee Tucker-Pigott. 
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                                                          COUPON 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
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Join our Facebook group 
 
Our Facebook group enables PBK members to connect with one another more easily — especially those 
who have recently graduated or are new to the area. While the group’s administrators will regularly post 
reminders about our upcoming events, individual members are encouraged to actively participate in the 
group and create their own events as well.  
 
If you are interested in becoming a member, please go to tinyurl.com/psapbk-fb and submit a request to 
join.  

 
Do you have web or social media savvy, or great ideas for young professional events? 
 
We are seeking members who would like to get involved by maintaining our webpage and/or organizing 
future events. Please email PSA-PBK president Dennis Yamashita at denyama@gmail.com. 
 
 

 
 

DUES (Please contact us by email at               
pugetsoundpbk@gmail.com if you are unsure 
whether your dues have expired.)  
 

_____$40 Regular 
 

_____$75 Sustaining 
 

_____$125 Patron 
 

_____$250 Key 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO 

            PSA-PBK 
            PO BOX 15258 
            SEATTLE, WA 98115 
  Or pay via PayPal on our website, www.psa-pbk.org 

 

Name___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address_________________________________________________________________ 
 

City/State_______________________________ Zip_____________________________ 

 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 
 

$____________Scholarship fund 

$____________Stiefel Graduate Award 

$____________Lupton Scholarship  

$____________Dues 

 

about:blank
about:blank
mailto:pugetsoundpbk@gmail.com


Puget Sound Association of Phi Beta Kappa 
PO BOX 15258 
SEATTLE, WA 98115 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Support PSA-PBK with Amazon Smile, now available in the app 
  
As we've mentioned in past issues, PSA-PBK is part of Amazon Smile, through which we receive a 

donation of 0.5% of the purchase price for orders you place via Smile.Amazon.com. Previously, this 

only worked on web browsers, but now Amazon has made Smile available via their app! If you're al-

ready signed up, see https://tinyurl.com/smileappinst to learn how to change your app settings. If you'd 

like to start supporting PSA-PBK via Amazon Smile, see https://tinyurl.com/psapbk-smile to learn 

how to designate us as your preferred charity. Thank you for your continued support of PSA-PBK.   

 
Please keep in touch 
 
Please let us know if you have recently moved or changed your email address or telephone number.  

You can send your updated information to membership@psa-pbk.org or call Dennis Yamashita at  

(206)-709-4091. Please also notify Doris Lawrence at the national Phi Beta Kappa Society office at 

dlawrence@pbk.org or call (202) 265-3808. 

 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/
https://tinyurl.com/smileappinst
https://tinyurl.com/psapbk-smile

